
“Turn around.”  

It’s a phrase we 
heard a lot as we 
walked through  
Philadelphia on 
our discernment 
retreat in  
September, where 
road closures 
were changing by 
the minute  

because of Pope Francis’s visit to the 
city. Each time we heard this, the 13 
of us clad in our Sisterhoodie sweat-
shirts would stop, recalibrate and  
re-adjust our course. 

Those regular readjustments on our 
pilgrimage to see Pope Francis  
became an integral part in helping 
me come to see discernment as a 
pilgrimage. So many times on my 
path to discern God’s will I’ll run into 
a dead end just when I think I’ve got 
the directions figured out. “Nope. 
Turn around,” God says. 

what’s around the bend. It requires 
re-routing. It fosters humility. 

But it taught me to wander  
confidently and without fear,  
because we know whatever God has 
in store for us at the destination is so 
much grander than what we had in 
store for ourselves. It showed me to 
trust in His timing of whatever U-
turns we might have to make. The 
surprising beauty of the destination 
will always overshadow the anxiety 
of the detours. 

He gives us the grace to walk humbly 
but confidently as we pursue His 
path for us—a grace that’s 
developed through waiting. And 
above all, He gives us each other. 
With this we take comfort in knowing 
no matter what storms come our 
way or confusing road signs we  
encounter, we never walk alone. 

Journeying with our Holy Father has 
taught me lessons in humility and 
trusting in Divine Providence. 
Throughout our time in Philly, we were 
invited to open ourselves further and 
further to the unknown, humbly  
following in the footsteps of Pope 
Francis, paved and guided by Christ. 
 
Kara Davis, postulant 

It was an inspiring, spiritual and  
moving experience. 
 
Cynthia Estrada, pre-postulant 

In Philadelphia I experienced a church 
that was compassionate, merciful and 
very much alive in the world. 
 
Rebecca, discerner 

I love our Pope because he is  
Hispanic like me and he is close 
to us like God is close to His 
people. It was an amazing  
experience in Philly. 
 
Martha Hidalgo, postulant 

...indescribable and overflowing joy! 
 
Michelle Hoffman, postulant 
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It used to frustrate me. I’m prone to 
getting overwhelmed while trying to 
discern His will, and feeling like I’m  
constantly taking wrong turns. But 
that weekend I experienced first 
hand that no matter how many 
wrong turns we took, we always 
wound up where we were supposed 
to be.  

Most of the time we found ourselves 
in situations better than we could 
have imagined. Instead of camping 
out on the street the night before the 
Papal mass, we found ourselves in a 
hotel only blocks away from where 
mass would be celebrated. Instead of 
standing for hours during mass at a 
distance where the altar would have 
been a speck on the horizon, we 
were blessed with tickets that put us 
so close we could see the Holy Father 
consecrating the host. 

Through these abundant blessings 
God instilled in me a sojourner’s  
patience. It’s a patience that comes 
from wandering without knowing  

The trip to see the Pope was a  
beautiful witness to the vitality of the 
Catholic Church in America. 
 
Kate, discerner 



Dear Discerners, 

Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Model of Mercy! 

Blessed Christmas season to you all. We hope all the light 
and joy that comes with Christmas has been experienced 
in your hearts and lives. 

In these last weeks we have seen so much happen:  
Advent, Feasts of Mary (Immaculate Conception and  
Guadalupe), Christmas and we saw the opening of the  
Jubilee Year of Mercy. So much to be grateful for. 

Some of us attended and many of us watched as Pope  
Francis visited the U.S. You’ve read what the postulants, 
pre-postulants and discerners had to share about their  
experiences seeing the Pope along with so many others. 
We are still swimming in that grace—changed, not the 
same. 

Everywhere the Pope has gone, he speaks of mercy, love,  
compassion, service. He is inviting us to embrace that  
radical stance of 
Jesus: to love 
without  
measure, love 
our neighbors, 
love our  
enemies, forgive 
our persecutors. 
This Year of  
Mercy is gonna 
be something! 

In Philadelphia, we were able to journey with so many  
others—pilgrims. We journeyed through road closures, 
dead ends, unmarked paths, and yet, we found the faithful 
and joined them in celebrating the presence of our Holy 
Father. Even more telling, we gathered with the whole 
world to celebrate what it all means—beyond Pope  
Francis, beyond this world—the Body of Christ! 

That is what this journey, this pilgrimage of discernment, is 
about. It’s not just about one individual’s path of  
discovering God’s will—although that is essential, too. It is 
about who God is calling me to be as a pilgrim on the way 
with so many others. Where do I belong along this road? 
Who is God calling me to pilgrim with for the rest of my 
life? We don’t do this alone. The call is one only you can 
answer, but the call can only be answered within the  
context and presence of the entire Community of Light. 
We, together, are pilgrims on the journey. 

God bless from some of your companions on the  
journey—your pilgrim friends, 

Sister Lisa, Sister Mary Fran, Sister Theresa, Sister Virginia Ann, 
Sister Patricia, Sister Kathy 

 

The pilgrimage in itself was an  
adventure—especially getting to “fan 
girl” as Papa Francis strolled in the 
Pope Mobile—but the thing that just 
took my breath away most was seeing 
the beauty of our Church, all in one 
place. That’s love. God is love! 
 
Tami, discerner 

...a pilgrimage drawn by God’s  
embrace. 
 
Maricris Ona, pre-postulant 

The Holy Spirit infiltrated our hearts 
and our souls, reminding us of our 
love and oneness with the Church. 
 
Sarah, discerner 

Retreats, news and connections all in 
one place. Download the Daughters of 
Charity Vocations app in the Apple app 
store or Google Play. Search for  
Daughters of Charity Vocations or visit 
our website for download links. 


